Derelict Gear Recovery Program
Problems and Solutions

All derelict gear left in the ocean has the potential to entangle whales, but
not all derelict gear gets recovered equally. Most vessels participating in
the post season Derelict Gear Recovery Program are smaller size with limited
deck space. If a pot gets recovered that is old and is in very poor condition,
it has little value to the recovering vessel. No one would buy it and the
recovering vessel does not want to fish with it either. It is likely that the
poor condition pot will be returned to the ocean to save the limited deck

space for a higher quality pot.
An extreme example of this happened after the 2022 crab fishing season.

At the end of the 2022 season, one boat in Newport with a 300 pot permit
failed to bring his pots in. Two months after the season many of the pots were
still there. These were full strings of pots, easily spotted with bright
colored buoys. Why were they still there? Why had no one in the derelict gear
recovery program brought them to town? These pots were free for the taking.
All you had to do was go get them.

The answer is that they were old pots of little value. Again, no recovery
vessel thought they could sell them and no one wanted to put them in their own
string of gear. The current derelict gear recovery program is ineffective at
getting ALL GEAR that might entangle a whale recovered.

Solution:

All pots should have a value when recovered in the Derelict Gear Recovery
program and recovery vessels are paid for each pot brought in. The owners of
the recovered pots are notified where their pots can be picked up and are
billed for the recovery of their pots. Each crab fisherman is required to have
paid their pot recovery bill before their crab permit for the next fishing

season is issued. Recovery vessels are not allowed to retain recovered pots.

Conclusion:
The current Derelict Gear Recovery Program has serious flaws and causes
conflict between crab fishermen. The offered solution would cause all pots to

be recovered equally and improve crab fishermen relations.
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Fairness in crab pot recovery

Prior to the start of the current “derelict gear recovery program”, it was
against the law to go to sea and pick up other people’s crab pots and
keep them for yourself. It was considered theft.

One crab fisherman in the Newport fleet was convicted of theft of over
100 crab pots from 40 different crab fishermen.

The current “derelict gear recovery program” allows this same crab
fisherman to go to sea and do exactly what he did, that caused his
conviction, only now he does it with the State of Oregon’s blessing.,

We the 50 plus crab fishermen from Newport, mostly vessel owners and
skippers who have signed this petition, do not think that an individual
who has been convicted of theft of crab pots should be allowed to

participate in the gear recovery program and keep other fishermen’s crab
pots.



A proposal for crab fishermen

I propose that no individual that has been
convicted of theft of crab pots or other crab
fishing equipment be allowed to participate in
the “Derelict gear recovery program” .

All those who agree with this proposal are invited to sign
their names to the petition below.

Name affiliation/ vessel
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